


WOMEN’S ACTION FOR DEVELOPMENT (WAFD) 
 

WAFD (Women’s Action For Development) is a non-profit NGO, was registered on September 7, 
1978, under the Societies Registration Act of 1860, with the overall aim to work for the development 
of women and children. WAFD has been working directly in the field since 1978 in Delhi, gradually 
extending its programmes to some villages in Bharatpur district of Rajasthan, and Tehri Gharwal in 
1992 & 1994 respectively. WAFD is one of the members of INSEDA as well as joint partner in the 
sustainable energy based community oriented Eco-villages development project. 

The vision, mission and philosophy of WAFD, are based on the belief that sustainable development is 
possible only if the women of the community are recognized as the primary stakeholders in their own 
development and growth. Therefore the environment must be created for their active participation 
and involvement in the development process. The role of WAFD is that of a facilitator and promoter 
of human centred development. Thus becoming instrumental in enhancing the latent potential of the 
primary stake holders- the “women”, and appropriately equipping them for creative action through 
participatory implementation, management and maintenance, so that ultimately they can take over 
the projects /programmes. 
WAFD is also involved in the formation of women groups (Mahila Mandal) and promotion of Self Help 
Groups (SHGs), Micro-credit/financing groups of women in the target villages for sustainable livelihood. 
 
WAFD’s program Centres and locations: 

o Delhi– the low income group colonies of Dakshinpuri, Sagarpur West, Sagarpur East, Mohan 
Garden, Madhu Vihar, Rajapuri, Palam Gaon, Palam Colony, Shabad, Pochanpur and 
Shadnager. They have now been handed over to the local community, by forming their 
registered society by the name Stree Mahila Shakti (SMS) who are operating independently. 
WAFD keeps on providing them training and backup support as and when required. 

o Bharatpur district– a total of 74 villages in 4 blocks (namely, Sewar Block, Roopwas, Deeg, 
and Bayana Blocks) in the district. The main focus is sustainable energy based community 
oriented Eco Villages Development (EVD), and promotion of other people centred RETs; as well 
as formation of women groups (Mahila Mandal) and promotion of livelihood for poor villages 
women through Micro-credit/financing groups as well as through SHGs. 

o Tehri Gharwal– a total of 25 villages in the two blocks of Chamba and Phauldhar. 
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